4 


* 
GP at © 
. 


75 


. 
3 


. 
" * 
1 
- 


4 


a 
ourſe | 
ohn 


* 


iſc 
the 
d b 


7 
at 
in 


. 

m A 8 
3 

Oe < 


Cha 
b, Br 


A 


Preached 
urg. 


* 
— 


GU have in this ſmall bat pithy Diſcourſe, 4 clear and 
Orthtodox Account of a great and uſeful point of Faith, 
fo differently ſpate of by Divines in our day 
Here you have the Middie Path kept betwixt the Anteno- 
mian, on the Right, and the Arminian on the Left-hand, here we. 
may ſee the abſolute neceſſity of fixing Anchor, on that firm aud 
ſureGround of Chriſt's moſt Conſummate Obedience Active and 
Perſive, which is our alone Righteouſneſs before God, Imputed 
to ut, and Received by Faith, as the alone Tnitrament. 
And yet good Works and Inherent Righteouſneſs are not 
Decryed as uſleſs and unneceſſary in the Perſon Fuſtiſied, but 
in the contrery tho they are Excluded from being the cauſe 


of our Fuſtiſicat ion before God, yet they are neceſſary on many 


Scores, which eannot be here inlatged upon, they are viaadreg- 
num, tho not cauſa Regnaudi, Good Evidences, tho not the 
Formalis ratio of our Fuſtification, there being no Safety fer 
Condemned Sinners, but by taking Sanfluary under the Covert 
of Blood, ſhould we come beforr the Lord, and bow our ſelves 
before the High GOD, ſhould we come before him with burnt 
Offerings, with Calves of a year Old, would he be plear'd with 

'houſands of Rams, or with Ten Thon ſand Rivers of Oyl, 
ſhould we give our firſt born for our Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit 
of our Body for the Sin of our Soul, it would be jo far from A- 
toning aud Propitiating an Angry God, it mould eue, him 
the more, ſo far from extinguiſhing his firy Iudignat ion. it 
would Inflaime it the more againſt us. Nothing bat the Em. 
broidered Robes of Chrift's moſt perſect Righteoufneſs can Cover. 
ul from the Stormy Tempeſt of his Wrath. All other Cover- 
ingt even the moſt Evangelicai Holineſs of the moſt per ſect 


 Sztnts on Earth, or in Heauen, will be found too ſhort and too 


narrow. | 


nas determined to print this Chapter by it ſelf, from the [ 


> Conftder ation of the Books being in Few Perſons hands, and that 


| chigzgreat Truth here Treeted of (1% of the laſt » Conſequence 


As being articulus ſtantis aut cadentit cecleſig) is alaſe roo lit 
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3 varily underſtood. 


I Myſteries of the Goſpel to a low 


ue ther they neglect good works, or elſe they truſt 


How we are juilifed by | 
F 9 


WI ought to be Doers of the Word and not 
VV He rers only, to maintain zood Works 
for geceſſary uſes, Tit: 3, 14. It behoveth | 
| us therefore to know what uſe we ſhould make 
of our works and doings in the great buſineſs of 
our Salvation, ſoas not to entrench upon the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor to degrade that from 
eing our ſole and only juſtifying Righteouſneſs. | 
me men are as much miſtaken in grounding | 
cheir Salvation upon doing, as others are in 
grounding it upon bare hearing; and therefore 
theſe things muſt be warfly fpoken unto, and, 
y | When we urge the neceflity 1 

or doing the word of God, Carnel Reaſon lies ak 
the catch, and is ready to take every thing ina 
wrong ſenſe and meaning, and to bring down the 0 
Notion more ſuitable to humane Ren > 4d 9 
Ae two extreams that men are apt to run into, (1 
1 


1 
* 
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4 A Difeourſe of Feith. 4 
ia good works; either they do in a carleſs formal 
preſumptuous manner,, pretend to caſt all upon 
Chriſt, without any ſerious inquiries after the 
Truth, of Grace in themielves, or ever proving 
It by its Freits ; conceiving it altogether needleſt a 
to be any way active M their own ſalvation, .|. * 
Secondly If upon ſearch they find any 2&ings .of | ] 
Grace in their Hearts, any fruits of Grace in \ 
their Lives, theſe are their own proper goods 1 
they think, Money found in their own Purſes ; C 
it matters not how they came by it, they have it, V 
and they are reſolved to convert it to their own | 
proper uſe, making it nothing leſs than a part of 
their Juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 


Thoſe of this way, with whom I haye now ta 
do, do ſtate the matter thus. 255 2 
They ſay, that. Chriſt is the meritorious cauſe I 
of dur Juſtification, having by his Death ſatisfied [te 
the Law, and diſcharged us from the Curſe of it; it 


and fo far we agree with them. ae: 
I They fy further, That Chriſt to compleat our el 
Iuſt ifica tion, hath alſo purchaſed for us ſtrengtti m 


And ability to perform the condition of the new. 


Covenant ( this we aſſent to) the perfarmance rc 
of which according to them, is to be taken in as 0¹ 
* apart of our luſtifying Righteouſneſs, and this“ fy 
2 1 


We fay the performance of what is required in { 0 
the New Covenant, is a good Iuſtification be 

” Cauſe, whether it be of Faith or of Good Warks, 
or of any particular thing or action, the ſincerity 
And truth of which may be in queſtion. but we de- 
u that it adds any thing to rbe Iyſtifkcarion'l tha 
BT i cc 1 
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: perſon, and therefore they ſpeak not 4d idem, to the 
ſame thing, when they denyChriſts imputed Righ- 


-eouſneſs to be the ſoſe Righreonſncſs that juſtifies 
the Perſon, becauſe there is another Righteoufs 
neſs required, upon another account to juſtifie or 
cica) up the ſincerity of our Faith and Holineſs ; 
I jay to clear up this to our ſelves and other men 
which we deny not. For we do not admit any 
Faith to be a mſtifyins, Faith but upon good exi- 
dence of the Truth of it, neither do we admit any 
works to be good works but upon fall proof of 
the goodneſs of them. 3 


The Sum oſ all is this; we ſay; Faith and o- 
hedience once proved to be true and genuine, are | 
good evidences of our intereſt in Chriſt, whoſe 
imputed Righteouſneſs is the ſole and only Righ- 


teouſneſs by which our Perſons are univerſally ju- 
ſtified from all charges and blame whatſomever, 


in the ſight of God, and to ſay otherewiſe is in e- 
effect to ſay that Chriſt died to juſtifie us, that we 
might be juſtified without him; or at leaſt not 
only and ſolely by him; which is highly deroga» i 
tory to the Death of Chriſt, neither will their 


owning Chriſt to be the meritorious cauſe of our 
luſtification ſalve the matter, while they do in ae 


ny fenſe require another Righteouſneſs diſtinct 
from that of Chriſts for the juſtification of our Per- 


ſons in the ſight of God. 


| ; 3 5 - 5 WRT =” : "2.42 
* And having given you this brief account ofthejl 
matter in difference, I ſhall now proceed. 
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The Point in General which I am to ſpeak to 
is this. That though good works are highly ne- 
ceſſary in a juſtified perſon, yet are they not re- 


of the Perſon. Or thus, no part of our inherent 
Righteouſneſs can be any part. of our juitiſying 
Righteouſneſs. | | 88 


This 1 might prove to you many ways. 


Firſt, From the ſubject of Iuſtification, an un- 
godly Perſon, a believing Sinne! flying in the 
Senie of Sin unto leſus-Chriſt for Lite and Par- 
don: sin is that from which we are luſtiſied, the 
Righteouſneſs of Chi jſt is that for which or by 
which we are Iuſtified, Act. 13. 29. e 


Secondly, Becauſe there muſt be a change of 
ſtate in luſtification, and by Ivuſtification, before 
we can derive any ſaving Grace fom Chriſt to en- 
able us to rhe leaſt good work. I might alſo. * 


Thirdly, Argue from the weakneſs and imper- 
fection of all Inherent Holineſs which is not able 
to jultite it ſelf, much Jeſs the Perſon.' . 


Ad many Arguments may be brought; but 
my deſign is to contraꝭ this general to a particu- 
lar point,concerning the 7credexe,or the act of be- 
Jrevingiand I ſhall ſnew that that part of our inhe- 
rent Kighteouſneſs that flows from our doing the 
V ord of God, that is, the Work of Faith as done 
us in an act of belicving, is no part of our juſti- 


quired in any way of cauſality to the luſtiſication 
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. fying Righteoufneſs. This is that which ſeems 
to have the faireſt claim to, and intereſt in, our 
: Juſtification ; and if this be diſproved, the Argu- 
ment will hold a fortiori againſt all the inferiour 
branches of our inherent Righteouſneſs ; they 
* muſt be forced to quit their elaim alſo. 
3 
; That which ſeems to intitle Faith to ſuch an 
Intereſt in our luſtification as is pleaded for by 
„ ſome, is the phraſe and manner of expreſſion | 
7 which the Ecripture uſes in ſpeaking of Faith, tel- 
17 ling us that Faith is imputed to us for Righteouſ- 
@e | neſs, that we are juſtified by Faith - that he that 
8 believes ſhall be ſaved, and the like. 1 
IC | f Ek 
1 The queſtion is, in what ſenſe theſe Scriptures 
| are to be naderſtood ; whither we are to take up, 
TE our ſtanding partly ia the act of Faith, and partly 
of | in the object of Faith, making up a Righteouſneſs 
re partly from our ſelves, and partly from Chriſt, or | 
The witcther we are by Faith to go out of our. ſelves | 


unto Chriſt for our whole, ſole and only juſtifying | 

| Righteoumeſs ; and this is that which 1 affirm, | 

r- and ſhall endeavour to make good, and ſhew you 
ble that the Scriptures alledged do not aſcribe our 
1 Juſtification to the Act, but wholly to the Obiect- V 


of Faith; not to our believing, but to Chriſt pe-, 


wt lieved og, which I prove thus: „ 
Ur | ; Wi a i 1 
be- Firſt, from thoſe Expreſſions of Scripture pe- 


he- culiar to holy Writ, by which the Holy ( hoſt. 
che doth of ſet purpoſe limit Faith to its Object, 


one John 6. 47. Rom. 9. 33. Epheſ. 1. I 3.715461, eig $71, on, | 


ſti- to believe in, into, or upon Chriſt, which id 
ing | | plainly i 
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plainly points out this, that Faith is always to be 
taken in relation to its Object; that by Faith is 
meant Chriſt apprehended by Faith. Life is 
promiſed, not ſimply to believing, but to believ- 
ing in; in whom? in Chriſt, or nothing. Faith 
is a relative term (as to its whole ſenſe and ſigni- 
fication) to the Object Chriſt. It muſt be Faith 
in Chriſt, or Faith in nothing. Believing is a 


Scripture Phraſe, ſetting forth our leaning upon 


Chriſt. Faith as onr Act adds nothing to Chriſt, 
doth not make his Death fatisfaQtory ; it was ſo 
if its ſelf before, though by an applicatory act of 
Faith it is made ſo to us; that is, we do reap the 
benefites of his Death and ſatisfaction ; we are 
not uuited to Faith, but by Faith we are united 
to Chriſt. Faith is the Medium wumens;, we do 
[not truſt in our Faith, but by Faith we truſt in 
Ghriſt; all that Faith ſignifies is in relation to 
Chriſt ; all that it doth, is in the Name of Chriſt; 


without Chriſt it ſignifies nothing, it doth no- 


thing, it is nothing. When we are ſaid to be ju- 
ſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, or juſtified by Faith 
in Chriſt, G4]. 2, 16. pray muſt the meaning be, 
that we are juſtified by Faith, and Chriſt as ſome 
would have it, giving the priority to Faith, and 
making Chriſt but a remote cauſe of our ſuſtiſica- 
tion, and our inherent Righteouſneſs to be the 
next and immediate cauſe? Were Men more 
willing to exalt Chriſt, and debaſe themſelves, 
this would be Exgliſh plain enough: Faith 


in Chriſt would then ſigniſie but one Righteouſ- 
neſs; it would not be Faith and Chriſt. Let 
Men have a care how they ſpeak unadviſedly of 
Chriſt to the leſſening and diminution of his Ho- 

V . ROUT - 
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hour: God hath ſaid he is ouf Righteouſneſs 
without any Limitation, without any reſtriction 5 
| Now for Men to ſay, ay but not all our Righte- 
ouſneſs, not our only Righteouſneſs ; I ſay, tis a 
| bold word thus to diſtinguiſh whatever remote ins 
ferences they may gather out of Scripture to juſti« 
he their meaning; yet ſince God hath not 
thought fit to drop any ſuch diminutive expreſſi- 
on of Chriſt in Scripture, I ſay it is a bold word | 
for Men to ſpeak. You may ſee how ſeverely 
ſpeaking againſt God was puniſhed, Numb. 21. 5. 
6. And God complains of it, Ezek. 35. 13. With | 
your mouths ye have boaſted againſt me, and have mul- 
tiplied your words. againſk me: I have heard them. 
We may ſafely deny any thing of God that im- 
plies weakneſs or imperfection; but to deny that 
of Chriſt which tends to the Exaltation of his | 
Name and riches of his Grace; let Men diſtin- 
| guiſh how they will, it is dangerous the fr, | 
here: This is a tender point. ; that is the firſt. 


| 


F 


Secondly,lf the bare act of Faith without any 04 | 
tion to the object, juſtifies;then any act of Divine | 
Faith will juſtifie us as well as Faith in Chriſt « If 
tor the AQ is ſpecified by the Objet: Take away j 
the Object, and all Acts of Faith are alike, equally N | 

inſignificant. But I proceed. 


Third, To the third Argument that wall be | 
drawn from the Nature of Faith, which conſiſts || 


in receiving. As it is the Act of 2 Believer, it | 
implyes doing; but properly as an AQ of beliey- | | 
ing; it conſiſts in receiving, and that with an 
empty hand : Now the queſtion 1 is whether . 1 

| * bs | 
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this receiving AR of Faith there do redonnd to 
us a Righteouſneſs of our own, diſtin& from that 
which we receive from Chriſt? I ſay no: We 
are not jnſtified by a Righteouſneſs that we do, but 
by a Righteouſneſs that we receive: Now the 
bare At of receiving in a common Natural way, 
is not counted morally meritorious: A Beggars 
receiving Alms, argues no merit in the Receiver, 
but meer Grace in the Donor. "We count that he 
who only receives a benefit, he doth nothing for 
it, it comes freely: Indeed he doth ſomething 
naturally in receiving, but nothing morally by 
way of merit for the thing received. Thus it is 
among Men, and ſo we underſtand it, in all ſuch. 
actings of ours; but when we come to deal with 
God, how do our proud hearts put a Value upon 
them; then we put a value upon every thing, u- 
pon onr coming, upon our adiereing, upon our 
relying, upon our asking, upon our receiving; 
We grow proud of thoſe very Acts of Grace by 
which we do expreſs our Poverty and Beggary, 
our abſolute Dependance upon another; as jt 
Chriſt was beholden to ns for our accepting of 
him - So naturally prone are we to reſt upon any 
thing tha looks like onr own doing. 


10 


Bretheren! there are two things to be conſi- 
dered in Faith. | | 


(f.) The Motion of the Soul in receiving, 
which is an Ack naturally neceſſary to all manner 
of receiving; it ĩs as reaching forth, and opening 
the hancg. INE | 


@) 
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(2.) You may conſider the Paſſive reception it 
ſelf, wherein the Nate of Faith doth chiefly 
conſiſt, in admitting, applying and owning the 
Gift. 2 = 

Though the word Believing doth Grammatical- 
ly-imply an Action, yet really aud Phyfically we | 
are paſſive in believing; For theſe Reaſons. 


Firſt, The firſt Reaſon is this; They who make | 
our Act of Believing a part of our luſtifying Righ- | 
teouſaeſs, do manifeſtly make Faith to contradict 
it ſelf in and by its own Act If by an Act of be- 
lieving we go out of our felves to Cariſt for all- 
Ido not ſee how by the fame Ad we can poſhbly | 
ſettle upon auy thing in our ſelves that is not 
Chriſt : If by being juſtified by faith they under- 
ſtand the Obje& of Faith, then we agree with Y 
them; then Faith and Chrift is all one: by faith } 
we mean Chrit applyed and nothing but Chriſt. } 
But if they underſtand the bare Act of believing 
in diſtinction from Chriſt the Obect; therein we 
diffet from them. And they muſt ſo underſtand 
it who make out Act of Believing a part of our _ 
Aiſtitying Righteouineſs diſtinct from Chriſts 

Ripghreouſaeſs ; and therein I fay, they make 
ta ĩch to contradict it ſelf iu and by its own Act: 
I do not know whether I am underſtood ; I think 
I underftand my ſelf, in what | have ſaid: Take 


it thus, Pray contider what is the ſeuſe of a belie- 
Ving Soul under a preſent Act of faith in Chriſt? 


I appeal to you all, Ir delice you would all be 
Judges in this matter who have ever been ſerious, 


and in good earneſt, deallug with. God by an act 


2 
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of Faith for Salvation. You believe in Chrift, 
what is the Exgliſu of that? What do you mean 
by it ? 1s not this your ſenſe; you defire to caſt 
3 ſelfwholly upon Chriſt, to be found in 

hriſt not having on your own Rightedaſneſs; to 
be built upoa that Foundation, to lay hold on E- 
teraal Life in Chriſt ; to go out of your ſelves un- 
to Chrift tor Righteouſneſs and Life; to ſeek 
that in another which you have not in your 
ſelves; to count all things, b2t loſs and dung 
that you may win Chriſt; don't you mean this? 
Pray what an abſurdity then is it, what a groſs 

contradiction to fay I am juſtified by ſomething in 
| way ſelfe, by virtue of that very act of faith, 
by which I do purpoſely go out of my ſelf to 
Chriſt, for all. If this be Reaſon and ſenſe, 
lhave once loft the uſe of both, and will never 
pretend to underſtand any thing. But how do 
ſome Men fight with their own Shadows, and 
loſe themſelves in their own expreſſions, 
They cannot ſpeak of Chriſt, and of the way and 
manner ot applying Chriſt, but preſently they 
maſt be Co- workers with Chriſt in their juſti- 
fication. | 


12 


2 ' Brethren! We mnſt not be 1 out of 
Chriſtianity it 
elf by thoſe who would impoſe their own-aot1ons | 


our Chriſtian Names, nay out o 


upon us, and indeed preach another Goſpel let 
them read on and trimble. But 1 will fay this, 
that if Paul were alive; and ſhould hear any Man 
upon Earth, or Angel from Heaven compound 
Faith and Works, Works and Chriſt in the maf- 

ter of ous Juſtification, I doubt not bus he would 


Ld 


curſe 
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marks and bounds of onr Religion; they muſt 


| Theak ot a Believer under the actual exerciſe off 


*of Faith in the Abſtract, it tells vs the conſe- 
e | quents 
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curſe them in the name af the Lord. Certainly 


we are not to be Cloſe-mouthed, and ſilently 
ſuffer the grand principles of the Goſpel to be de- 
cryed, as if we doubted whether they are true or no. 
Theſe are the Pillars of the Houſe, all fall with them, 
if they be taken away. Theſe are the Ancient Land 


not be removed, for if you ſuffer that, you will | 
quickly have a dead Child in the room of whe liv- | 
Ing. New Notions, though not contray to any 
received foundation, ſhould be warily uttered ; | 
but ſuppoſing there is the leaſt diſcrepancy or 

opoſition, it is our duty and Wiſdom to be ſilent, 
and not break the eye of the Needle, by forcing I 
our Camel through. New Notions muſt yield 

rather to antient received Truths, they muſt be 
Zoverned and oyeruled by them. It is dangerous 
to force plain Scripture, and plain principles to 
make good our own private interqretations. 


2. Our a& of belicving is no part of our jaſtify- 
ing Righteouſneſs, hecauſe juſticgtion is an act 
of God : not properly ſubſeguent co our Faith, 
but ſimultanious with it. They are. concomi-l 
tants, ſo cloſe, fo inſtantanious, that we caunaty 
ſay which is firſt, or laſt in time; we cannot lay} 
the one takes its riſe from the other. I explain} 
my ſelf thus; it is one thing ſor the Scripture to 
peak Doctrinallyß of Faith, another thing of 


Faith. When the Scripture ſpeaks of the Doctrine 


8 
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qnents of it, that according to Gods order and ap- : 
Pointment, Faith is requiſite unto Juſtification, _ 
Au o Faith is antecedent to Jultigcation, and | + 
{ Juſtification is ſpoken of as a thing to come, f 
upon our believing. The Doctrine of Faith 15 
mews what ſhall be to all who ohtain it; 
the ackua! exerciſe of FAith ſhews what is to them 15 
ho have it, and do believe it. It is not only > 
he that believes ſhall be ſaved and juſtifi-d, but is |. - 
juſt ified. It is true, who ever believes ſhall be 3 
ſaved; the juſt ſhall live by faith, this is Doctri- ſt; 
nally true. But he that believes hath everlaſting th 
Life Joh» 3. 39. is juſtified ; this is experimentally th 
true. God if you rightly confider the point, doth th 
juſtific us, by working Faith in us It is his way of- ou 
juſtifying ; it is the way God hath choſen to com- 7 
municate the Righteouſneſs of God, which 1s a ca 
ſtupendious Myſtery, and cannot be otherwiſe þ 
applied to the Soul. He doth not Fuſtifie us be- | 
cauſe of any antecedent act of Faith we have ly- Pe 


ing by us, and which we could now produce as 4 
rice (as it were) and Meritozious Means o 
dur Fuſtification, God juſtifies us by working 
Faith in us; God being willing in ſo great an a&t | 
of Grace; to ſpeak to our Underſtandings and 
Knowledge, hehath appointed Faith as a fit 
means by which the ſoul not only doth the thing, 
but alſo lets in a ſenſe of what is done upon the 
ſoul ;' and therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, it #- of faith | 
that it might be of grace; God will be underſtood in 
all the acts of his Grace towards us. Now that 
there might be iuus a ſenſe of reception of ſo great 
a benefite, God reſolves to put it into the hand of 
Faith, which bath a natural ſutableneſs in it, ang 
- | ut he 
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fitneſs to feceive what free Grace tenders to itz aud 
ſo it doth whenit is in any ſtrength. Chriſt and } 
onr Souls would never meet were it not for Faith; 
There is no letting down any thing ſpiritual ani 
ſupernatural intd the Soul, but by Faith; Faith. 
is our modus habendi, it is the way the means by 
which we come to have God and Chriſt, and an 
intereſt in the things of Heaven. We have what 
we have from Chri ſt by Faith, and we hold it by 


T Faith. Faith and Repentance as acted by us, and 
refied ed upon, are very good Evidences of our Ju- 


ſtifications, tor it is in that reflection only that 
they do give evidence of themſelves, and of any 
thing produced from them. Therefore, I ſay, as 
they are reflected upon they have retroſpection to 


our Fuſtification, of which they are very good. } 


and Evident Proofs ; but they have no. antecedent | 
cauſality to produce the thing ſignified, becauſe :} 
they ſiguifie it, as a thing already done, paſt and 
perfect. | 


3. And laſtly, Fuſtification is ſrequently ſet | 
down in Scripture without any relation to theſe } 
acts of Grace in us, to ſhew that it wholly flowes | 
from Chriſt ; and that by our believing we add 


nothing to our Juſtifying Righteouſneis, but do 
| only apply it, as wholly derived from Chriſt alone- 


I Joh. 5. 12. He that hath the Son bath Life; they } 
that are 1n Chriſt there is no Condemnation to 
them, Rom. 8. 1. Now becauſe we cannot admit 


| fianers to be in Chriſt but by. Faith, therefore 
what flows from Chriſt is atributed unto Faith: 


which is, I ſay, our modus habend;, but ſtill the re. 
al cauſe of our Juſtification, that which makes ye 


ns 


| 
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Juſt in the fight of God, is our being in Chriſt, and 
Hur having the Son. There is no mention made 
of having any thing elſe; but faith is our modus 
habendi; we cannot have the Son but by faith, 
nor be in Chriſt but by Believing. Therefore 
| God ſpeaks, to our Underſtanding, and hath. at- 


l et 
— 
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tributed that to the act of Faith, which is only 
derivable from the Object. | 


I ſhall now ſhew you the weakneſs of thoſe 
- Grounds and reaſons they go upon, who differ 


from us ia this point. 


. They ipeak much of a Charge of Infidelity; 


Impenitency and Unholineſs to be drawn up a- 


gainſt usat the laſt day, and therefore it concerns 


us to muſter up all our good works, all our acts of 


Grace, and every part of our inherent Righteouſ- 


— — # * - p YT" 
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neſs, that we may be in a readineſs to anſwer to 


this Charge and clear our ſelyes. . 

A ſpecious Argument! enongh to amuſe the 
World, and fright men back into the Popiſh .Do- 
Qrine of Juſtification by Works. F 


| Brethren ! Ido not deny that unbelieving, im- 


penitent and ungodly Perſons ſhail be charged 
4 


with infidelity, impenitency and ungodlineſs, and 
be condemned; but to talk ofa charge of Infideli- 
ty againſt a Believer at the laſt day, I ſay, it 1s 
a groundleſs, unſcriptural Notion. I do not de- 


fruits, will be taken notice of by Chriſt, when 
They are admitted into the Kingdom, Mat. 25. 
N — 


a 


| 


ny that the Faith of the Saints that draws them 
to Chriſt, and its efficacy afterwards in all its 
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345 Come ye Bleſſed; and when that bleſſednefs 12 
'* fxed;Chrilt doth not put them upon the proof of” 
” their Faith, but helps them himſelf to underſtanc 
the former actings of their Faith and.toyEro God, 
o which they were ignorant of before. When ſam we | 
thee an hung red, und fed thee?or thirſty & gave the drin! 

Kc. la mur hi dye have doneit to one of the leaſt of theſe,” | 
ye have done it to me, I ſee more Grace in you faith | 
Chriſt, than ever you ſaw in your ſelves, fa aud 
ſo appear ing in your lives; Come ye bleſſedz. 
Brethren, good Works are good Evidences to 
us, to make out the Truth of Grate in us; but the 
All-knowing God needs no ſuch Evidences for his 
Information he knows what is in man, and needs 
not that any ſhould tell him. He ſearches the 
Heart. Though we ſee Grace only in the Fruit, 
yet God ſees it in the Root and Prineiple. Be- 
ſides, l conceive, the laſt Judgment is not to prove 
who is, and who is not in a ſtate of Grace; but 
rather to pronunce the Sentence according to the 
ſtate that every one ſnall appear in at the Reſurction. 


— 


| 
| 
| 
' 


d right hand of Chriſt; by his Company among 


there will be no donbting of any mansſtate at the 
Reſurrection, the method and manner of the Re- 
ſurrection will decide it. Chriſt himſelf wilt fe- | 
parate the Sheep from the Goats ; and he will dat | 
this betore the Judgment, Mat. 25. 32. 33. You | 
fall know a Bellever then by his Station at the 


| 
| 
| 


the Sheep. The Angels are feat forth, Aar. 23 
31. togather up the Elect from the four Winds. 
from the one end ofHeaven to the other. They wil} | 
ranſack every corner of the World to find "out e 
very Saint: not only the Ninery- and Nine, but 
the whole Hundred ſhall bo preſented to Godʒ not 
. NE * 8 I dong I 
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one thiſſing, we ſhall all ſtand together. Now af- 
ter they are thus ranked by Chriſt,and the Angels 
have declared them to be Sbeep, to be trus Be- 
| levers, muſt they come under a Charge of infide-- 


lity? Who miiſt draw an this charge, and manage 


| this falſe indictment? Either & d, or good Angels, or 
conſcience or the Devil. God he hath jiſtified them 
here, ſcaled them by the Spirit of adoption to the 


day. of Redemption, and he will never reverſe. 


= 


his judgment. 
n X 
The judgment of God at the laſt day will he: 


Word and Spirit in the: Hearts and Conciences of 
Believers here. Good Angels are imployed to 
gather up the Elect, and Cc nſcquently they have 
a true deſcerning who they are. Our Conſcien- 
ces are ſprinkled with the Blond of Jeſus, and have 
an anſwer in readineſs, by the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt from the Dead. Aud the Devil will have 


ſomething elſe to do in that day, when he ſtands 
at the head of the Wicked to receive his ſen- 
tence with them, the time of his torment being 
then come Though he be now the accuſer of 
the Brethren day and night before God, he muſt 
ther Eternally be caſt down. True, he is now 
Qui; accuſer, and we muſt labour to overcome him 


4 


feſus ; yet I:fay fear him not after death. The 
iſt enemy. that ſhall, be deſtroyed is Death, - ſaith 

the Apoſtle; and muſt we have an after rancouu- 
with the Devil? Muſt we be ſet upon a freſh 


50 you 


ſuant to the judgment already paſt by his 


the Blood of the Lamb, as Rev, 12. 10. 11. 
at is, By Arguments drawn from the , Blood of 


him No, no, after death he hath done with 
3 -- 9 5 4 


and make his proceedings in every particular? 
exactly to fujt. the method W 


Erong in fome mens W 8 
. | AR 2 „ 
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8 ever; he will not dare to look you In the 
fact at thè laſt day He drew up a charge {as 
vainſt you? You ſhall accuſe, judge and condemn 
bim, and all the Devils in Hell, 1 Cor: 6. 3: Never: 
fear, you that dye in the Lord, ſhall riſe up under 


tboſe undenyable evidences of a ſtate of Grace, 
that neither the Devils nor Wicked Men mall | 
dare to gain ſay. What muſt poor Chriſtians who” 
have lived under doubts, fears, under buffetings 
and temtations; under accuſations and challenges 


from the Devil and their own Conſciences, muſt 


they riſe ſo? Is this to be raiſed in power, with 
our Spirits made perfect f Surcly Paul was out 
in his triumph, Rom: 8. 33, Who fhall lay any thing 


to the Charge of Gods eleF? Do you make good 


your Title to Chriſt now, and never fear any 
charges afferwards at that day; It will be a joy- 
ful day to, Believers. Look up ſaith Chriſty ft xp 
your heads for your Redemption arawth nigh, Luke 21. 
28. And therefore comfort one another; your | 
Witnels is in Heaven, and your Record is on 
high, as Job ſpeaks, God, Chriſt, Angels, Cons 
ſcience, will all be on your fide ee. 
* Aye, but if this feigned Proceſs be not obſerv- 


ed, ſome mens notions will fall to the Ground. 


Aye and let them fall: no matter how ſoon 3 for 
chey are not grounded upon the Word of God 
that endureth for ever. Brethren we muſt not 
draw Schemes and Models from our own Brain“ 
and when we have done, impoſe them upon God? 
| t the methods of Humane Futticatos 
tes: The natural notion of tbeſe things is - 

ar it Bock fag 
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them out beyond the line of the Goſpel. Good |. 
works certainly do beſt furtheſt off from the | + 
Judgment ſcat of God. They are good and com- | 
torts ble evidences here, but they will make but a 
Orry Righteonſneſs there for us to plead. |. 
Though God may and will take notice of all the ſ | 
fruits of his Grace appearing in our words or 
works, when he pallech the ſolemn declaratory | 
Sentence at the laſt day, which is but a fuller ma- | 
nifeſtat ion of our juſtihcation. God will perſo- | 
Bally and publickly own that which he hath ſe- 
{.cretly in our Conſciences, done by his Word and 
Spirit in us. God doth now act mediately by his | 
word; then he will act immediately by himſelf;we | 
ſhall hear the Sentence of our Juſtification from 
his own mouth, which now we hear only from 
the mouths of his Miniſters that ſpeak to us in 
his Name. | - | 
Secondly, the ſecond ground they go upon is 
this, they ſay, tbat it is a conditional ſervice im- 
poſed upon us by God in the new Covenant ; and 
therefore the performance of it muſt needs be part 
of our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, which is very | 
ſpecious, and very ſuitable to Humane Reaſon, | 
as moſt things are that contradict the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, but is of like ſound and ſignificancy z 
with the other. 3 d 5 
Alas! At how little a hole will ſelf Righteouſ- g \ 
neſs creep in? Bow apt are we in the pride of 
our hearts to diſtinguiſh our ſelf-Righteouſneſs in- 
tc our Juſtification, that we may have ' fomewhat | | 
whereof to glory. To prevent miſtakes I will | 
A emiſe on thing; that is this, I do not den, 
but that a9 halicrs in God, in Chrift; 'is ah emi- 
Bent piece of ſervice, 4 great act o1Drvine p, 


2 — —— — 
= . 
% 


. P 1 


n 


„ +>} 


w_—_ — 


* —— —— ꝓ ð4ʒͤ4ͤi—n — 


DO ͤ — — 
4 ——  — — — — — 


| A Diſconrſe if Faith,” > 2H 
mmip, the greateſt act of Worſhip we can per form 
to God on this ſide Heaven: But I deny thatit 
is 2 ſervice done in order to the - procuring: of 
purchaſing thoſe benefites which we receive from! 
Chriſt as his free Gift. Faith receives What 
Chriſt, hath already procured. Faith doth not 
come to Chriſt to deſire him to dye for uszbut ha: 
ving dyed for us, it comes for the ſrnit of his 
death: It comes on noother Errand but to res 1 
5 ceive. what is already prepared. Faith hath no 
cauſality or efficiency at all in contriving, com- 
| | paſſing, conſtituting the great act of Grace, whe- - 
| rein the pardon of onr fin and our juſtification is 
held forth unto us. Our faith did not move God 
to promiſe pardon, but finding all this Grace in 
| Jaeſus, Faith applyes it, lays hold on it, and God 
| gives us leave, nay commands us todo this. So 
|| That Faith is a ſervice we owe to God by way of 


>» _ 
I — 


L N duty in complyance with his free Grace towards 
EI but it is not a ſervice done by us in way of 
t |! Procuriuy that Which is freely given. No, no, 
y | we owe that to Chriſt and not to Faith. Brethe- 
1 ren! In common acceptation, when we ſay come 
3 to me, & I will do this and that for you, pray Who 
[is the doer, he that comes to have the thing done, 
or he that doth it. Certainly if coming be a ſer- 
mo vice in this caſe; it is a ſervice done to a mans ſelf, 
of |» and can never be urged as a ſervice done to God. 
But they further ſay, that this. is a conditional 


r | | ſervice: Why? Becauſe God hath commanded 

a | : Ber: 

in us to believe that we may be juſtified. Command» 
ed us to believe and pray, what is that? I told | 

i:! vou before the meauing of an act of Faith, even 

r- to renounce our own Rigtheouſneſs, to come in 
) Our nakednels and poverty to Chriſt, without Mor 


TR 2 


— 


bo 
w 


SA 4 5 0 


1 Diſcourſe of Faith, 
or without Moneys worth, that we may be ens 
riched by him in all things. Is not this the old, 


honeſt, plain down-right notion of helieving ? 


And is this the Conditional ſervice required ? 
Why don't you do it then? Who is againſt it? 
Only let them attend to the ſenſe of Faith, and 
not be carried away with the meer word and talk 
of Faith, as their own act, never regarding the 
inward ſenſe and ſignification of the thing it ſelf. 
Hath God required us to believe in Jeſus: let us 
know what that means and doit; no body is a- 
gainſt it. If that be the Conditional ſervice, let 
them lye low before God, and ſeem more 
vile in their own eyes, and caſt themſelves 
upon Chriſt forall. Let them learn to come 
without Money. This is the proper Obedienge 
of Faith; that Obedience which: the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel doth require; and fince you 
will call this a condition, I ſay why don't you 
perform it? ls this the performance of fuch 4 
condition of believing, according to the ſenſe and 
meaning of believing, to tell the World that 
Chriſt is not our only Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 


That we muſt ſeek for ſomething in our ſelves tõ 


joyn with him, if ever we will be ſaved:? Is this 
the Condition? Doth God mean this, when he 
bids me believe in Jeſus? Sirs! Let us not read 


our Bibles backwards; wreſtins Scripture to ont 


own diſtruction: It is ſtrange to me, that Faith 
| which is al] along in Scripture oppoſed to Works 
in our Juſtification, and is appointed by God to 
mut all good Works out of Juſtification, ſhould 
be thus made an inlet to bring all good works in- 
vo Fuſtification. . Oh ! That we were more under 


25 S powerful actings of true Juſtifying Faith, it 


would 
es 
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would then open it ſelf more fully to us, and 
* 1. Mew it's meaning, I wiſh we could a little bet- 
ter underſtand the actings of our faith underttand 
the reaſon, the ſenſe of it, theimportance, the 
intent of an act of Faith, what athing Faith is. 
| | 24h. They ſuppoſe a doubleguſtifycat ie nad e 
- | double Juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; the firſt, to.juſt= 
fie us from the accuſetions ofthe Law, the o- 
: ther to Juſtifle the ſincerity of ont Fith and 
q | - Holineſs ; and here comes in all our inherent Righ- 


teouſneſs. This is ſpecious too: + But 1 would 


t || not have men coyn new heads of Divinity to 
e | - make good their own notions. We know but of 
4 dne Juſtification, I fay the ſecond  Fuſtification, 
> Trhich they talk of, it is implyed in the firſt; and 
e therefore needleſs and unſcriptural : For ſince 
e the Revelation of the Goſpel, iufidelity anch unbe- 
t lief iss finagainſt the Moral Law; and Faith in 
1 Shriſt is injoyned as a duty by the Moral Law; 
4 by which we take God to be our God, and conſe- 
1d - quently do bind our {elves over to belieye whatſo- 
at ever he kad, or hereafter ſhould reveal to be his 
ſs, Will. This we are bound to by the Moral Law; 
to therefore if we are (as they themſelves affirm) 
nis freed by Juſtification from the Law of Works u- 
he pon the condition of Faith, then we are on opr 
ad rſt Juftificatioa abſolutely freed: from infidelity, 
me and our Faithis ſufficiently approved to bg true, 
ich - and what then need a ſecond Juſtification, unleſs 
rks we will ſuppoſeanerrorin the firſt Judgment 
to which is impious to ſuppoſe; as if God ſhould acl 
auld aulit us from the accuſation ofthe Law of Works 
in- upon the condition of Faith; which uponafter 
der | _ amination, Chriſt diſcoyers to de falſe and un- 
ic N Sn 1% i bo a Fa * 
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und. So that theſe things do not hang toge- 

ther. | | | 
Fourthly, they ſay that Faith and Holineſs 

are conditions and evidences of our title to 


Chriſt, and all that comes by him; and therefore 


part of our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 


It is hard to underſtand the ſtrength of ſome 
mens reaſoning ; but grant all this, it amounts to 
no more but. Chriſt, and a title to Chriſt, ſo far 
we are agreed, for we defire no more. But 
how they will make Faith which is our title to 
Chriſt; and unto which Chriſt and all his benefits 
are by the Gofpel granted, promiſed and made 
over; how they will make this title never ſo well 
- evidenced, to be part of our Juftifying Rightcoſ- 
neſs, I ſee not: A title adds nothing to the inhe- 
ritance, makes it neither more nor leſs, but con- 
veys it down to us, according to the intrinick 
value of the thing, be it more or leſs. A tile 10 
Land is no part of the Land; only we are inveſt- 
ed in it as it is, by virtne of our title. Now 


therefore if the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt be not of 


it ſelf ſufficient to juſtifie us, I ſee not how a goad 


title mends the matter; for if the Eſtate be ne- 


ver ſo great, and we have no good title to it, it is 
worth nothing to us; and if our title be never ſo 


good, we can have no more then is, and belongs 


to the title. So that after all this ſtir about con- 
ditions and evidences of our title to Chriſt, the 
reſult of all is this, we have a title, a good title, 
are under all the conditions and evidences of a 
good title; but to what? To an Inheritence that 
3s nop ſufficient to maintain us, to a Righteouſneſs 


that 
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& where are we now, with onr conditions andevi- 
dences of our title? For ever deſtitute of a com- 


pleat Juſtifying Righteauſneſs. Is this to preagh 
Chriſt? To Preach the glad tidings of the Goſ- 


pel? Is this the way to quiet and ſettle the Ce- 
ſciences of poor diſtreſſed ſiuners? ſurely no. 5 

Fifthly, They. urge the literal ſenſe of ſons 
few. Scriptures that ſeen: to ſpeak for them!; e- 
ſpecially two; and I do not know of more in the 
whole Bible, as to the literal ſignificaeion, if thet᷑e 
were we ſhould hear enough of it.lknow they quot 
many others, which add no weight at all to the 
Argument they would ground upon them, threfofe 
Iſhall not ſpeak to themThoſe two are Mat. 1 Zz. 33. 


By thy. words thou ſhalt be juſtißed, and by thy worils 


thou ſhalt be condemned; and that in James, where 
ite is ſaid, Abraham was juſtified by wor ks, Jans 


M5 2Js : 


For that in Mathew,' Calvin charges' the Papiſts 
with very great weakneſs in offering to draw an 


Argument from that Text for Juſtification by 
Maldonate a Learned Feſuite on the o- 


Works. 


"28. 


"that is not ſufficient of itſelf alone to jauſtife 8; 


ther hand is very angry with Calvin for ſuppoſing. 


any of the Reman-Church to be ſo weak and- inju- 


dicious, as to argue ſo from that ſcripture, for, 
faith he, we very well anderſtand that this Text 
. doth not ſpeak De juſt ific at ione, qua juſti eſſicimur, 
ſed de judicis ſententia, qua, ſumpto ex verbis noſtris 


_ arguments. juſti declaramur. So ſaith the Jeſuite; 


we know the Text doth not ſpeak of that which 

15 the cauſe of our Fuſtification, of the thing for 

which, and by virtue of which we become f 
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and righteous, only here is the appearance of our 
Righteouſneſs by our words, and we are declared 
.t9 be Righteous. So that this doth not touch this 
aufe of Juſtification : And yet this is the main 
Text brought for it, the main Prgof repcated a- 
gain and. again, to prove inherent righteouſneſe 
to have an influence into our Juſtification... I ſay, 
let themtake the anſwer from the Papiſts or Pro- 
«teſtants, which they pleaſe, they are both a gainſt 
/ Eo Gs i ot nd nd 
Ass for the otherScripture, They will take it in no 
other ſcaſe but What ſmplyes a contradiction to all 
| +Other Texts of Scripture in the caſe. The whole 
current of Scripture is againſt Works in Nc 
tion, and leads us to a fair conſtruction of that in 
Dames, that it is to be underſtood of a juſtificati- 
on before men and not of a. juſtification before 
God. Proteſtant Writers have ſufficiently 
cleared up this, to the gonvigion of all but 
ſuch who are reſolved not to be Convinced. Cer- 
: tainly they ſhould-havea care how they a bound too 
much in their own ſenſe. The Ls rned Lord Bacon 
| faiths that a little Phyloſappy niet men theft, 
buen xreat aral will cin them of Dien Some 
: mens logiekëcSchoolLearninę .GverthrowsReaſon, 
hic. duely improved avd Well managed, would 
teach them to argue otherewiſe; Certainly 10 
our Reaſouing about Divine things we ſhould be 
- careful not to abohnd too much in our gyn ſenſe. 
It is better for us to leaye the Myſtery of the Goſ- 
pel in its Hyſtery where e fouad it, than to 


| 


-torce it into the mould of Ranane Reaſon, ſhaping 
it one everydide $9 2% e efer min b. ty 


thoughts 


ſeck to draw it out, and o to explain itzas to 
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_ Chriſt for his julbiffing Righteouſneſs, I do nor 


Necond is an Error in the ac, which quite de- 


A .Diſconrſe of Faith. 


thonghts and conceptions of our weak imperck 
Underſtand ing: I ſay, no Goſpel Truth will ber 
this. After all bur Faith and Khowledge a 
Experience, wt know but in part, and there is 
at the end of every Goſpel Truth, a Myſtery 
ſomething that is paſſing our Underſtanding, that 
calls for ſilence, tor an holy Admiration, for hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion in Faith to the Will of God. There- 
fore 1 world nat have men ſpeak as if they knew 
all, and draw particular Schemes, and it muſt 
be t, and no otherwiſe ; and thus and thus yon 
muſt proceed | in chi and thzt way and bens 
therefore THIER muſt be ſo n | 


I have done wicht che Atgumentatire pott ul 
win nor ſpcak a en or two in ee weng of 
Diſcburſe 100 101 6901060 [it 07 40 
| ist ot 10¹ 

1 fax then thus, he may be a feos 5 heliete 
dothdot take is faith for any part of his Juſt iſy- 


ing Righteouſneſs; Iſuppoſe thar will be grauted: 
But he cannot bewtrue Believer who takes nat 


ſay now for his only guſtifying Kighteouſneſs, be- 
cauſe I would ſpeak in the ſeaſe bf. thoſe L. op- 
poſe. Lſay, they cannot be Believers who do 
not look upon Chriſt as their Juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs 3 bar hey may be true Believers who do not 
Jook upon faith as @ part of their Juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs. For the firſt, ſuppoſe it an Error, it 
is valy about the act in our apprehenfion whicke 
doth not alter the nature of the thing at all. The / 


Proxes che very nature of faith. Therefore the 
ſafeg 


© A Diſcourſe of Faith, © 


Tafer way is rather to preſs Perſons to believe, to 
ſee they have faith indeed and in Truth, than 
urge them to ſuch anunſcriptural conſtruction” of 
#heir faith, putting ſuch a title of Honour upon it 
to the reproach of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs. 
They honour faith ſufficiently who only prefer 
«Chriſt before it. No doubt God will give faith its 
due praiſe and place at the laſt day; our not 
knowing or not underſtanding the reach and truth 
of our faith in all circum ſtances of it, will be no 
'1prejudice to faith at the laſt day. I heartily wiſh, 
we were more in the Exerciſe of Faith than in 
| Contraverſies about it; more in the practiſe of 
| Good Works than in Diſpute about them, we 
ſhould then ſooner underſtand both the one and 
iche other. . Sirs ! the myſterious ſublime Doctrine 
of Juſtification was revealed for our comfort, and 
Propoſed to our faith to be believed; not to our 
| creaſon to argue upom ina Quodlibetical manner and 
to foſs to and fro for Argument ſake. What if 
e know no more oſ Fuſtification then is abſolute- 
yt neceſſary for our Juſtification? This is the caſe 
of many plain; ſincere hearted” Chriſtians; and if 
0 it were To with us all, we may have fewer Notions 
V-iwour Heads. but poſſibly more Grace in our 
Hearts The Lord grant, that we may know the 
Doctrine of Juſtification ſo as they know it who 
d are laved by Chriſt. But ſurgunt indocti & rapiunt 
44 Cælum, not cum doctrini: uoſtris ſine corde, volu- 
tæmur in carne & in ſanguine. The Learned they 
diſpute and wrangle themfelves into Hell; the 
eunlearned they believe practice and gain Heaven, 
taking up the truth in ſimplicity according to the 


the 


V 


general {cope of the Goſpel, as it is held forth to 
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# Diſcowſe of Faith, - I 


the meaneſt Capacity. Brethren! what Paul ſaid 


to the Jaylor, Act, 16.31. that I ſay to you all, 


Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou and thy 
hou{e ſhallbe ſaved. Don't you go home now, and 


tell your Families that they moſt not ungerſtandy } 
this Texts fo as to look upon Chriſt as their only) 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, bat look out for ſome- 


thing in themſelves if ever they. be ſaved. No, 
pray ſpeak Scripture Language, expound Scrip-. | 


ture by Scripture, and tell them that Chriſt is all 
in all, tell them plainly that they muſe not be” 
found in their own Righteouſneſs; thy muſt be: 
found in Chriſt, not having on their own Righteouſ- 


neſe, that they muſt count all things but loſs aird dung; 


that they may win Chriſt ;, that there is is no other 
foundation but Chriſt, no other name under Heaven "by 


which they can be ſaved, but the Name of Chriſt; telb 


them they muſt not come for Juſtification and 
Life in the name of their Good Works, of any 


thing that belongs to themſelves; hut only in the 


name of Chriſt, promote this Doctrine in your 


Families and among your Children and Servants. | 
This is the way to ſave you and your Houſehold. | 


This is the good wholeſome houſehold Divinity, 
and ſuired to the ordinary Capacity of all ſerious 


Profeſſors. We mult not fend our hearers to in- 
tricate diſtinctions, to learn the meaning of the 


Doctrine of their Juſtification. The ſenſe of the 
Goſpel is plain enough in this thing, they that 


run may read it. Come, come, you ſhall: never ö 
be charged at the Laſt Day, for giving too much 
to Chritt in the matter of Juſtiſication. You are | 


bound to afcribe- all to bim, and yow ſhall nevet᷑ 
he charged for giving too much. And certainly 


* 
— 
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| 


Diſcounſt of Feitb.. 


if it be poſſible to err on that hand, I had rather 


hy 
30: 
vv 


err in giving too much then too little to Chriſt. 


Do you think that a true Believer, who doth not 
Ibok upon the act of Faith or Works of Holineſs 
tb be any part of his juſtifying Righteouſneſs; but 
caſts himſelf upon Chriſt, do you think, I ſay, that 


God will reprove ſuch a perſon at the laſt day for 


aſcribing too much to Chriſt, and not pleading 


his own Righteouſneſs? Certainly a Believer. 
cannot plead the Righteovineis of Chriſt without 


Faith; his way of arguing from Chriſt will ſuffi- 
cicatly eviuce the truth and reality of his Faith; 
there needs no other proof and demonſtration 


of it, | | 


I ſhould have made ſome Application. 1 will 


tell you what I inteaded. 


- Firſt, to thoſe who ground their Juſtifcation 


upon the Sandy Foundation of their inherent 
Rightcauſneſs; I would exhort them to pull 
down the Houſe preſently before it fall upon their 


beads; and lay a better Foundation, if ever they 


think to ſtand before the Son of Man in his Day. 


Then I ſhould exhort them, and preſs them 
to ſtudy other Arguments, ( as there are very 
many) to promote Good Works and practical 
Holineſs among men; and notzufile out Chrift to 
make room for ſelf Righteouſneſs: in the matter 
of Juſtification. What, muſt we work for Life 
ſtill ? To work for Juſtification is to work for 


into the Law ? . 


| 


Life, an d why ſhoud we thus | turn the Goſpel / 1 


* Diſcourſe of Faith, - Ft 


I ſhould ſpeak alſo to thoſe who ate built upon 
the Ritht Foundation, and have caſt themſelves | 
phon Chriſts Righteouſneſs for Fuſttfcation untd“ 


Vife, Let ſuch be tareful to maintain gos 
Works; let them be Examplary in the prackiſe 
of them , and bring fort fruit meet for the 
Kingdom of God, For as the Foundation may be 
roo weak for the superſtructure, ſo the Super- 
{ſtructure may be too mean for the Foundation,” 


|. And therefore down with all this Hay, Wo 


and Stubble, and lahaur to wat mare ſuitibly to 
that Holy Faith, under the Proſeſſion of whictt 
you live. Brethren? The unſtable and uncir- 
cumſped lives of Prof: ſſors, have been the great- 
e Scandel to the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith: It hath opened the Mouths of men &- 
gainſt it. Therefore labour to live men into a 
Conviction of this Truth. Diſputes and Words 


will not do it, till you make it appear, that the 


Grace of God that hath brought Life and Immor- 
tallity to light through the Goſpel, hath taught 


you to deny all Ungodlineſs and Wordly Luſts. 
This is the way to promote the Doctrine of Juſti- 


fication by Faith alone. You that are built upon 


rhe right Foundation had need be careful and 


circumſpect. The Houſe is not yet finiſhed, ue 


do all of us lie open more or leſs to Storms and 


Tempeſts here below, though they cannot throw 


down the houſe, yet they may ſh1ke the houſe „ 


the rain may beat into the hauſe, may ſoak through 


every room of the houſe may foul the houſe , may 


Therefore 
keep your Souls in good repair, keep them as tite 


greatly incommodeus and diſtreſs us. 


az you Can againſt Wind and Weather. 


/ 


And 
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5 "And for your Comfort would have told you 
at Heaven ill; mend all the Errors inthe Su- 
pexſtrucure; if the Foundation be right. God 
Athen take away and ſeparate all theſe weak- 
welſes and ſinful mixtures that now run along with 
all dur races all Cracks and Flawes, the ſink- 
ings, and failings, the bendings, and leanings 
this way and that way in any part of the build- 
ing, Heaven will mend all, will ſet all right and 
ſtraight, when we are Sanctified throughout, 
and the Top- ſtone is laid. - 5 . 
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